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Personal information

First name / Surname ELVINA MERKAJ

Work experience

Dates September 2015-Februray 2020

Occupation or position held Post-Doctoral Researcher, conducting research on intergovernmental transfers, local government 

efficiency and the implementation of wellbeing indexes (BES) in the strategic planning of Italian local 

government units. 

Name and address of employer Faculty of Economics, Polytechnic University of Marche, Ancona, Italy

Type of business or sector Post-doc fellowship

Dates  February 2007– July 2015

Occupation or position held   Lecturer of “Financial Management”

Name and address of employer Department of Economics and Agribusiness, Agricultural University of Tirana

Type of business or sector State University, Albania

Dates January 2010- June 2015

Occupation or position held Conduct research in local and regional development in Albania.

Name and address of employer Development Solution Associates,  Tirana

Type of business or sector Non-Governmental Organization

Dates 2012-2015

Occupation or position held Executive Director

Name and address of employer Development Solution Associates,  Tirana

Type of business or sector Non-Governmental Organization

Education and training

Dates January 2011 – February 2015

Title of qualification awarded PhD in Economics

Name and type of organisation 

providing education and training

Faculty of Economics, Polytechnic University of Marche, Ancona, Italy

Level in national or international 

classification

Doctoral Program

Dates September 2009- January 2011

Title of qualification awarded Master in Financial Management

Name and type of organisation 

providing education and training

Agricultural University of Tirana & University of Hawaii, USA

Level in national or international 

classification

Master of Science

Dates 2000-2005

Title of qualification awarded   Graduated with honors ( 110 e lode ) in “Economics” 

 (Economia e Commercio, Vecchio ordinamento-IT )

Name and type of organisation 

providing education and training

  Economic Faculty, University of Perugia, Italy
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Level in national or international 

classification

State University 

Affiliations

Dates 2015- present

Title of qualification awarded Affiliated researcher

Name and type of organisation 

providing education and training

  DSA (Development Solution Associates)

Level in national or international 

classification

Non Governmental Organization  

Publications
Merkaj E, Lucchetti R, Fiorillo F. (2020) “The role of local leaders in regional development funding: 

Evidence from an elite survey.” J Regional Sci.; 0 –0. https://doi.org/10.1111/jors.12482

Zhllima, E., Merkaj, E., Imami, D., Rama, K. (2020) Local Government Access to Funds—It Is about 

Who Your Friends and Party Are. Communist and Postcommunist studies, 53(1), 135-151

Merkaj, E., Zhllima, E. Imami, D., (2017) “Fiscal Decentralization in Albania – Trends and Challenges at

the Dawn of Territorial Reform” Journal of Balkans and Near Eastern Studies, 19(6), 684-699

Haldeda, N., Brahimi , F., Merkaj, E., (2013) “Local Government Borrowing Issues in Central and Eastern

Europe. The case of Albania”, Euroeconomica, 32 (1), 43-54  

Zhllima, E., Imami, D., Merkaj, E., Kächelein, H. (2013) “Impact of Fiscal Policies On Inputs And 

Production Costs In Greenhouse In Albania” Journal of Central European Agricul ture,14 (2), 587-603

Awards/ Scholarships
20 achievements, scholarships, fellowship and/or awards granted by University of Perugia (Italy), 

Ministry of Education (Albania), Open Society Foundations (UK), CERGE-IE (Czech Republic), 

Polytechnic University of Marche (Italy).

Software
Excellent use of econometric package Stata, SPSS and Gretl, 

Excellent use of Microsoft Office package

Languages
Albanian   Mother language

Italian       Excellent

English     Excellent

French     Very Good (B1 level)

German    Good (A2 level)

Autorizzo la pubblicazione online

https://doi.org/10.1111/jors.12482
https://jcea.agr.hr/en/issues/volume/49
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https://jcea.agr.hr/en/issues/volume/49
https://jcea.agr.hr/en/issues/volume/49
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