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Research activity description: This perspective discuss the hypothesis that four well‐recognized features of
aging contribute to the disproportionate SARS‐CoV‐2
mortality suffered by elderly men: i. the presence of
subclinical systemic inflammation without overt disease,
ii. a blunted acquired immune system and type I interferon
response due to the chronic inflammation; iii. the
downregulation of ACE2 (i.e. the SARS‐CoV‐2 receptor); and
iv. accelerated biological aging. The high mortality rate of
SARS‐CoV‐2 infection suggests that clarification of the
mechanisms of inflamm‐aging and immune senescence can
help combat not only age‐related disorders but also
SARS‐CoV‐2 infection.
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